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9) (Previously Amended) An apparatus for generating a data 
signal, the apparatus comprising: 

a housing; 

means for coupling a first controller to the housing so that the first 
controller may move from a home position to a plurality of positions radially 
extending from the home position comprising a dome plate coupled with the first 
controller, the plate including a plurality of cantilever arms that matingly engage 
an upper surface of the housing to create a bias when the first controller is 
coupled to the housing and a director plate coupled with the dome plate, the 
director plate including a post affixed to a cantilever arm that fits within an 
aperture formed in the dome plate when the dome plate and director plate are 
coupled together; 

means for guiding the first controller among the home position and the 
plurality of positions radially extending from the home position; and 

means for sensing a position of the first controller and generating the data 
signal in response to the first controller being moved from the home position to 
one of the plurality of positions. 

10) (Original) The apparatus of claim 9 further comprising: 

means for coupling a second controller to the housing so that the second 
controller may move within the housing from a home position to a plurality of 
positions radially extending from the home position; 

means for guiding the second controller among the home position and the 
plurality of positions radially extending from the home position; 

means for sensing a position of the second controller; and 

a processing module configured to receive a position signal from the 
means for sensing a position of the first controller and a position signal from the 
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means for sensing a position of the^second controller and covert the received 
position signals into the data signal wherein the data signal is indicative of an 
alphanumeric character. 

11) (CANCEL) 

12) (Previously Amended) The apparatus of claim 9, the means for 
guiding the first controller among the home position and the plurality of positions 
radially extending from the home position comprising: 

a guide plate positioned beneath the director plate, the guide plate include 
a pair of slots for receiving a pair of respective guide posts affixed to an 
underside of the director plate when the apparatus is assembled; 

a plurality of guide walls affixed to a bottom portion of the housing for 
receiving respective ones of a plurality of guide rails affixed to the underside of 
the director plate when the apparatus is assembled; 

a first ball plunger affixed to the bottom portion of the housing; and 

an impression formed in the underside of the director plate defining the 
plurality of positions radially extending from the home position wherein the first 
ball plunger engages the impression when the apparatus is assembled. 

1 3) (Previously Amended) The apparatus of claim 9, the means for 
guiding the first controller among the home position and the plurality of positions 
radially extending from the home position further comprising: 

a second ball plunger affixed to the bottom portion of the housing; and 
a concave impression formed in the underside of the director plate 

wherein the second ball plunger engages the concave impression when the 

apparatus is assembled. 

14) (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, the means for sensing a 
position of the first controller and generating the data signal in response to the 
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first controller being moved from the home "position to" one of the plurality of 

positions comprising: 

a position sensing means within the housing; 

a shaft pivotally extending from the position sensing means; and 

a director plate coupled with the first controller, the director plate including 

an aperture for receiving the shaft so that the shaft moves in response to 

movement of the first controller. 

15) (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, the means for coupling a 
first controller to the housing so that the first controller may move from a home 
position to a plurality of positions radially extending from the home position 
comprising: 

a recess formed in an underside of the first controller; and 

a shaft pivotally extending from a sensing means contained within the 

housing wherein the shaft extends into the recess to couple the first controller to 

the housing, 

16) (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 5, the means for guiding the 
first controller among the home position and the plurality of positions radially 
extending from the home position comprising: 

a nub affixed to a base piece of the first controller; and 
an impression formed on an underside of the housing defining the plurality 
of positions radially extending from the home position wherein the nub engages 
the impression when the apparatus is assembled for guiding the first controller, 

17) (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, the means for guiding the 
first controller among the home position and the plurality of positions radially 
extending from the home position comprising: 

a base plate affixed to the first controller; 

a first ball plunger affixed within the housing; and 
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an impression formed within a bottom Efface of the base plate defining 
the plurality of positions radially extending from the home position wherein the 
first ball plunger engages the impression when the apparatus is assemble for 
guiding the first controller. 

18) (Original) The apparatus of claim 17, the means for guiding the 
first controller among the home position and the plurality of positions radially 
extending from the home position further comprising: 

a second ball plunger affixed within the housing: and 

a concave impression formed within the bottom surface of the base plate 
wherein the second ball plunger engages the concave impression when the 
apparatus is assembled. 

19) (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, the means for guiding the 
first controller among the home position and the plurality of positions radially 
extending from the home position comprising: 

an impression formed within a concave surface located beneath the first 
controller, the impression defining the plurality of positions radially extending 
from the home position; and 

a guide ball pivotady extending from a position sensing means affixed 
within the housing, the guide ball having a guide knob formed thereon that 
engages the impressions when the apparatus is assembled for guiding the first 
controller. 

20) (Original) The apparatus of claim 19, the means for guiding the 
first controller among the home position and the plurality of positions radially 
extending from the home position further comprising: 

means for biasing the impression and the guide ball together. 

21) (CANCEL) 
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22-54 (CANCEL) ,-— 

55-75 (CANCELLED) 
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